PRINCIPLES OP LEGISLATION

sponsibility of the marriage relationship; and
as the average age of marriage has in-
creased, the physical welfare of the offspring
has doubtless been improved. It is question-
able if there is any legislation in western Eu-
rope and the United States that has been more
protective of social welfare in the long run than
this increase in the age of legal marriage.
And yet the method of producing the result
has been entirely indirect.

On the other hand, most evil results have
been brought about in some countries in a
similar indirect way. In Bavaria, for example,
a number of years ago, the expense and local
restrictions upon marriage were, relatively
speaking, very great. The effect was unset-
tling on the marriage relationship. Many
young people, feeling it impossible, or at any
rate inexpedient, to get married, simply omitted
the wedding ceremony. In consequence, for
a series of years, illegitimate births were nu-
merous, however faithful the parents were to
one another in their personal relationships.
A change in the law in 1868 produced an